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Common Concern for the Arctic – Arctic Research – Science and Traditional Knowledge – Recommendations for consideration 

· By Special Adviser Sven-Roald Nystø, Árran Lulesami Centre and the Sami Institutions Network on High North Affairs, Norway
(Address at the Nordic Council of Ministers’ conference Common Concern for the Arctic, Panel discussions “Arctic Research – Science and Traditional Knowledge”, September 9th- 10th 2008 in Ilulissat, Greenland)

Your Excellencies!

Ladies and gentlemen!

My point of departure in this short intervention are four main dimensions which people living in the High North in various ways have to face the challenges of. These are:

1. Global warming which causes climate changes. Peoples and communities are already witnessing and experiencing the effects of these changes (ACIA 2004). 

2. Increased oil, gas and other industrial activities in the Arctic, including transportation (Lindholt 2006).  

3. The new geopolitical situation, which - a lot of media and others states - has developed into a race for ownership and possession of the Continental Shelf in the Arctic Ocean (Borgerson 2008).
4. Indigenous Peoples position within their respective nation-state in the Arctic, which is very diverse (Broderstad and Dahl 2004). 

Adapting to changing conditions has always been a part of the cosmos of indigenous peoples. Their community life has been knowledge based since time immemorial, and has developed traditional indigenous knowledge of inestimable value. Sami societies are currently progressively developing into knowledge based communities also in the modern western globalizing sense of comprehension. This contributes to transform traditional Sami knowledge into sound mounting for future knowledge-based occupations and industries. This again attracts young people to settle in Sami areas. In that respect mapping, documentation and recognising the use of Sami traditional knowledge is needed. Important steps in that direction are now made by the Sami University College in Kautokeino, Norway. Together with local Sami institutions, a national program on traditional Sami knowledge is under development in Norway. 

· The challenge is to extend this project across national borders to Sami communities and institutions in Finland, Sweden and Russia as well. The Sami Parliament in Sweden
 in partnership with the Swedish Biodiversity Centre
 has also worked on this issue. The IPY cross-border project EALÁT
, on Arctic reindeer herders’ traditional knowledge, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change, is of crucial importance in this context.
Indigenous peoples’ languages have specific and distinct terminology for natural conditions. The “Saami language is vast and specific for snow terminology and creates certainty to move and navigate in the landscape.” (Näkkäläjärvi 2008). The knowledge embedded in the language can be used to determine the changes that occur due to climate changes, because of exact concepts describing the variety of conditions. Use of modern technology is of paramount importance in preserving and developing the use of indigenous peoples’ languages in the future. 

· So on the basis of Sami and Greenland experience
, the proposal on a special program on digital infrastructure for indigenous peoples’ languages in the Arctic, especially in Russia, needs to be implemented. There are institutions in Norway, Finland, Germany and Russia which are ready for the task.
With the presumed increase in the industrialization and transport in the Arctic due to easier access to natural resources because of the climate change, we need to start the work developing and implementing common standards concerning indigenous peoples as an integral part of the extractive industries corporate social responsibilities, to apply to all economic activity in the High North
. 
· A cross-border circumpolar project on this issue will be the right path.
In closing I’d like to comment on two other issues:

· With reference to the challenges of the geopolitics in the Arctic, it’s very interesting to note that some Arctic states, probably with Canada in lead, are incorporating indigenous peoples into their sovereignty ambitions in the Arctic.
· The subsistence focus in much of the politics and literature regarding the indigenous peoples of the Arctic, which doesn’t fully reflect these peoples’ complex reality in terms of  changes from subsistence to a cash based economy, use of modern technology, urbanization, changes in social structures, education and other current phenomena’s. 
Both mentioned issues deserves to be reflected upon and addressed in the indigenous peoples’ collaboration in the Arctic as well as within the confines of the University of the Arctic. The latter has in short time span managed to share resources and goals across national and institutional borders to ensure research, education and training of paramount importance for the High North.
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� Sami Parliament, Sweden:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sametinget.se/" ��http://www.sametinget.se/� 


� Swedish Biodiversity Centre:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cbm.slu.se/index.htm" ��http://www.cbm.slu.se/index.htm� 


� Information on the Ealát project: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ealat.org" ��http://www.ealat.org� 


� Information on the Sami language technology project, with reference to faroese, greenlandic and inupiaq languages, are to be found at the University of Tromsø (Norway) Sámi giellatekno:


� HYPERLINK "http://129.242.176.166/~gtuit/english.html" ��http://129.242.176.166/~gtuit/english.html� 


� Guidance on this issue is to be found in : 


1) The EU Second Action Plan, 2004-2006 (Endorsed by the European Council October 16th- 17th 2003) Annex 2 paragraph 1.1 Trade, Investment promotion and business co-operation : “To support industrial enterprises in their moves towards more sustainable production, in order to improve economic performance while addressing environmental concerns and offering socio-economic opportunities to indigenous peoples of the region.(page 21)


Strengthened attention to be paid by all Northern Dimension partners to indigenous interests in relation to economic activities, and in particular extractive industry, with a view to protecting inherited rights of self-determination, land rights and cultural rights of indigenous peoples of the region”(page 22)


� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/north_dim/ndap/ap2.pdf" ��http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/north_dim/ndap/ap2.pdf� 


2) Conference of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region 2004, Conference Statement, paragraph 26: “Follow-up on the findings of the Arctic Human Development Report by: (No vii):  Strengthening attention to indigenous interests in relation to economic activities, and in particular in extractive industry, with a view to protecting the rights to self-determination, land rights and cultural rights of indigenous peoples of the Arctic.”


� HYPERLINK "http://www.arcticparl.org/_res/site/File/static/conf6_statement.pdf" ��http://www.arcticparl.org/_res/site/File/static/conf6_statement.pdf� 


3) The Norwegian Governments High North Strategy December 1 2006, Part 3 (page38): “The Government will seek to promote the development of common standards concerning indigenous peoples, to apply to all economic activity in the High North”.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.regjeringen.no/upload/UD/Vedlegg/strategien.pdf" ��http://www.regjeringen.no/upload/UD/Vedlegg/strategien.pdf� 
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